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the situation by publishing the various instances of
insult which have recently occurred.1

On receipt of this telegram I sought an inter-
view with Riaz and Tigrane Pashas. I explained
to them the gravity of the incident, and demanded
the removal of Maher Pasha and the issue of a
laudatory order of the day to the army. They
saw the folly of the Khedive's conduct, but they
urged that the Khedive's language might possibly
have been misunderstood. In reply I told them
that I could hold out no hope that Her Majesty's
Government would be satisfied with mere verbal
explanations, and that the satisfaction proposed
was the least that could be accepted.

The Ministers then telegraphed to the Khedive;
his answer was, very wisely, not shown to me.
It was, without doubt, unsatisfactory. Riaz
Pasha then determined to go himself to the
Khedive and endeavour, by verbal communication,
to come to an arrangement.

In the meanwhile Cairo was in a state of
ferment. What attitude, it was asked, would
the French and Russian Governments assume?
Their attitude was much what I had anticipated*

1 In a private telegram addressed to me on January 21, Lord
Rosebery said that the publication of the facts to which allusion
is made would " cause an outbreak of fury " in England, The
Khedive had, in fact* brought a number of frivolous and ofte&
impertinent complaints against British officers. The last instance
was 1ftat of an officer who passed hm^
^thout saluting. The lifted!vea/x^